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2016 Annual General Meeting 

 

 

 

The 2016 NBFTA AGM was held at the Delta Beausejour in Moncton 

on April 7, 2016. As in years past, it was held in conjunction with the 

Canadian Woodlands Forum spring meeting. Attendance at the CWF 

event was excellent, and attendees had an opportunity take in some 

excellent continuing education sessions .  

The AGM opened at 130 pm, with incoming president  Riley Cote 

DeMerchant as meeting chair and a good crowd of members present. 

Some highlights of the meeting included MCFT director Gerry 

Redmond’s annual update on the state of affairs at MCFT, and MCFT 

continuing education supervisor Todd Mac Pherson’s report on the 

upcoming programs the school is offering. A new slate of NBFTA officers 

was elected for 2016, with the most notable change being Riley Cote 

DeMerchant replacing France Roussel as president. (See the full slate of 

officers for 2016 -17 on the NBFTA organizational structure on page 12) 

CFE  committee chair Chris Finnamore had the pleasure of handing out 

CFT certificates and CFE certificates to several members in attendance 

(pictures on page 10 and 11). Under new business, several items of 

interest were discussed including ways to increase membership and 

maintain interest in the association, CFE changes and future 

collaboration with the ARPFNB. 

It was decided that the 2017 AGM would again be held in 

conjunction with the CWF spring meeting in Moncton, exact date yet to 

be determined. 

Full meeting minutes are available at www.nbfta.org . 
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT         

        
With the AGM having being held on April 7, we now start down the road of new additions to the executive 

committee and some adjustments in other roles.  That being said, once again the executive is composed of 

very capable and dedicated individuals.   At the AGM we’ve also welcomed some new individuals to 

committees and we have been provided continued direction from the NBFTA membership.  I look forward to 

working with everyone in the coming year and I believe the NBFTA is on sound footing and has momentum to 

continue to grow its membership, while meeting the objectives of the Association.  From time to time, I always 

find it helpful to go back and look at these objectives and ensure that I am following the spirit and intent of 

what the Association was created to do: 

Constitution of the New Brunswick Forest Technicians Association Inc. 

Article 2 Objectives 

2.1 To enhance the image of and encourage cooperation among Forest Technicians/Technologists in New 

Brunswick. 

2.2 To provide one voice on forestry issues as they relate to Forest Technicians/ Technologists. 

2.3 To evaluate the qualifications (academic and experience) of graduate technicians/technologists who 

apply for membership in the Association and issue accreditation with respect thereto. 

2.4 To promote and assist in the continuing education of Forest Technicians/ Technologists and foster high 

standards. 

2.5 To promote the protection and enhancement of the New Brunswick biosphere. 

2.6 To cooperate as much as possible with all associations with similar interests. 

 

In 2016 the NBFTA Executive will be looking to improve communication with members and will be reaching 

out to those who we have not heard from in some time.   

On April 22, 2016 I was fortunate enough to attend the MCFT Fredericton graduation and presented an 

award and scholarship to two new forest technologists.  I was very happy to do this on behalf of the NBFTA 

and always enjoy taking the opportunity to meet these new graduates.  This year’s class was very large (42 I 

believe) with a few international students and ever increasing percentage of female students.   At the 

graduation we always offer these new graduations a free membership with the association for the first year.  

(We should have pictures of the recipients for the next Azimuth). 

On a final note, at the AGM I was awarded the Technician of the Year Award and this was a big surprise.  I 

was very heartened by this award and I would like to thank Michael Cunningham of Engage Agro for 

donating the award once again.  I wanted to take this opportunity to thank a few individuals that really allow 

me to do the best job that I can do.  My employer, Leading Edge Geomatics has allowed me to develop 

professionally with mentoring from very capable and dedicated managers and colleagues, from varying 

professional backgrounds.  I also want to thank the NBFTA Executive for working with me to ensure the 
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objectives of the Association are met.  Mostly I want to thank my wife Chantal who is a fellow forest 

technologist and who shares in more than her fair share of work on the farm while I am off attending events 

and traveling for work, without Chantal’s physical and emotional support I would certainly not be able to do 

all the things I do.  That being said, she has put the Tech of the Year Award to good use: 

 
I would like to wish everyone a happy and safe summer, remembering to take some time to enjoy the 

better things in life, and maybe I will see you at the Reunion. 

 

Best Regards, 

Riley Côté-DeMerchant 

CFT 139 

President, NBFTA 

 

 

A WORD FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT                

 

Hello NBFTA members, 

I hope that this Azimuth issue finds you all enjoying the spring weather. As your new 1st VP, I am responsible 

for the certification committee and look forward to having many members achieve their certification over 

the course of the next year. Any certified members interested in serving on the committee should contact me 

directly. 

Although we all live very busy lives with commitments pulling us in every direction, I encourage you to step 

up and help lead your association. Terms of reference for all positions on the executive and committees can 

be found on our website at www.nbfta.org.  

If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions about the association, please don’t hesitate to 

contact your regional rep. or a member of the executive committee. 

 

 

Take care, 

Allie DeGrace, CFT #100 

 

 

http://www.nbfta.org/
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TECHNICIAN OF THE YEAR AWARD 

Congratulations to Riley Côté-DeMerchant who was nominated “2016 Tech of the Year” by his peers on 

the NB Forest Technicians Association. 

Riley is a Certified NBFTA member in good standing who upholds the NBFTA Code of Ethics and displays 

high moral standards and dedication in his day to day work at Leading Edge Geomatics.  He is recognized 

by his peers as a leader in forestry, is well respected at work & in the community. 

In addition to maintaining his individual Continuing Forestry Education certificate, Riley was instrumental in 

revitalizing NBFTA CFE program. 

Riley gives countless hours of strong commitment and support to the NBFTA where he has served Executive 

Committee positions since 2012.  He recently accepted nomination as NBFTA President at the Associations 

2016 AGM. 

A 2009 MCFT graduate and a 2004 Southern Victoria High School Graduate, Riley is an honest, competent, 

hardworking team player who continually leverages his training, skills & energy to the benefit of his employer, 

his profession, and the NBFTA. 

 

Mike Cunningham (l) of Engage Agro presents Riley Cote Demerchant (r) with the NBFTA Technician of the 

year award for 2016 
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MCFT / MFRS REUNION 2016               
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CIF Gold Medal Award 

 

 

On April 15, 2016, the Bathurst Campus of the Maritime College of Forest Technology held its 35th 

graduation ceremony.  On this occasion the Canadian Institute of Forestry (CIF) silver rings we presented to 

the five graduating Forest Technologists.  The CIF Gold Medal was presented to Mathieu Hébert of 

Quispamsis, New Brunswick.  Mathieu embodies the principles of the gold medal.  His dedication to his work, 

as well as his personal and professional ethics makes him an outstanding Forest Technologist.  Mathieu intends 

to pursue a career in forest management with a focus on harvesting.  Mathieu is an intelligent, devoted hard 

working young man, with the ambition of working in the temperate coastal forest of British Columbia.  

Mathieu is a great addition to the forestry profession! 

 

 

 

 

The Honorable, Denis Landry, Minster of Natural Resources presents the CIF Gold Medal to 

Mathieu Hébert at the graduation ceremony held in Bathurst, New Brunswick, on April 15th, 2016. 
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NBFTA Award –MCFT Bathurst 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jonathan Degrace(l) NBFTA Region 1 Rep, presents the NBFTA award to Mathieu Hebert (r) of Quispamsis, 

at the MCFT graduation ceremony in Bathurst. The NBFTA award is given to the New Brunswick student 

achieving the highest academic standing in his or her graduating class. Great work Mathieu! 
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NBFTA Award –MCFT Fredericton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Riley Cote Demerchant(l) NBFTA President, presents the NBFTA award to Chelsey Chafe (r) . Presentation 

took place at the MCFT  graduation ceremony in Fredericton on April 22, 2016. The NBFTA award is given 

annually to the New Brunswick student achieving the highest academic standing in his or her graduating 

class. Congratualtions Chelsey! 
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NBFTA Scholarship –MCFT Fredericton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Riley Cote Demerchant(l) NBFTA President, presents the NBFTA scholarship to Abbey Greer (r), who has just 

completed her first year at MCFT Fredericton. The New Brunswick Forest Technicians Association awards a 

$500.00  scholarship annually to a worthy individual entering their second year at a  recognised Forest 

Technician/Technologist Program.Congratualtions Abbey, and keep up the good work in 2017! 
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CWF 2016  Spring Meeting 

 

Timely topics, Informative Sessions, Engaging Speakers and lots of fun! That certainly captured the spirit, 

renewed interest and the great atmosphere at the 2016 Spring Meeting and 97th Annual General Meeting of 

members held on April6 – 7, 2016 at the Delta Beausejour Hotel in Moncton, NB. Over 300 delegates enjoyed 

the day and a half program and the opportunity to connect with other members of the forest community 

from across Canada and the U.S. 

Our two keynote speakers, Michael Burt with the Conference Board of Canada and Pierre Battah with 

Pierre Battah and Associates led the way to an impressive line-up of topics and speakers touching on climate 

change, forest renewal and vegetation management, machine productivity and utilization, equipment 

maintenance, spruce budworm, transporting fiber to the mill, the FPDat/FPTrak monitoring platform, and a 

feature session on enhanced forest inventory providing an update on research and operational 

implementation.  

In addition to the informative sessions, Craig and Dave Reid from Northwest Forest Resources were 

recognized as recipients of the 2016 Atlantic Outstanding Logging Contractor of the Year Award; delegates 

also enjoyed a great evening during the Log a Load for Kids Canada “Fund Raiser” with local talent “Lucien”, 

and through the generosity of everyone who contributed, over $4,200 was raised in support of the Children's 

Hospital foundations in the region; and finally, during the Awards Luncheon, Brandt Tractor Ltd., were 

recognized for their corporate support and contribution to the Canadian Woodlands Forum, as host 

organization and their role in the successful 2015 Fall Meeting held in Fredericton, NB. 

Our sincere thanks to all of our speakers and those who attended our spring meeting.  

Submitted by Peter Robichaud, Executive Director CWF 

 

 

Peter Robichaud, CWF Executive Director, presents the peavy for the 2016 Atlantic Outstanding Logging 

Contractors Award to Craig and Dave Reid of Northwest Forest Resources. Also pictured is Gerald Holmes (l) , 

CWF Chair 
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NEW CFT’S FOR 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L-R:Mike Millican, William Connell, Meghan Whyte 

 

Absent from Photo:  David J. Kierstead. 
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2016 CFE CERTIFICATE RECIPIENTS 

 

 

 

 

 L-R : Chris Spencer, Preston Coughlan, Todd MacPherson, Matthew Tucker, Andrew Chase, Trevis Schriver. 

 

Absent from photo: Pamela Hurley-Poitras, Peter McCue, Guy Levasseur, Jonathan DeGrace, Andy Soucy, 

Benoit Bouchard, Gilles Bossé, Albert Ned Morin, Gerald A. LeBlanc, Donald Parent, Claude Chiasson 
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“The quality of a person’s life is in direct proportion to their commitment to excellence, 

regardless of their chosen field of endeavor.”  

Vince Lombardi 

NBFTA ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 
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PARTING WORDS 

 

Finally spring has arrived, and summer is just around the corner! The leaves are starting to make an 

appearance, and those involved in forestry or silviculture operations are making last minute preparations to 

return to the field. Here’s to wishing everyone a safe and productive summer, and remember to make an 

effort to support your Association. If you know a forest technician working in the province who isn’t a 

member, ask him or her – why? If you are a member of the NBFTA, and you haven’t become certified, 

contact your region rep, or someone on the executive, and make arrangements to take the test.  Make an 

effort to become involved – you will be glad you did, and our Association will be stronger with your 

involvement! 

 

Cheers 

Dustin Corey, CFT #106 

 

 

 

 

 

A spring time scene that no forest tech likes to see – especially if your truck is quite far away! 


