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J. D. Irving LTD


NBFTA Spring Executive Meeting Minutes

Location: Boardroom, MCFT, Fredericton, NB 

Date: May 10th, 2008, 10:15am
· Welcome / Opening – Chris

· Trevis stated that he was on call and may have to leave so Allie volunteered to do the minutes for him.

· Attendance  - 
· Blair DeGrace, Chris Finnamore, France Roussel, Mike Berube, Troy Adams, Trevis Schriver, Allie DeGrace
· Absent – Andy Chase, Jonathan DeGrace
· Reading and Confirmation of minutes from AGM

· Chris reported that the minutes were not quite ready yet from the AGM, but that Fred should have them to us before the end of the following week.

· Executive & Committee Reports:
· President 
· Chris reported that the letter to the minister concerning the recent silviculture cuts had been completed and sent to the minister. The letter was read to the executive and all agreed that the letter was very well written and represented the views of forest technicians very well. 

· Chris also stated that the deputy minister acknowledged receipt of the letter when they met in early May to discuss the RTP movement with the joint RTP committee. (The letter is at the end of the minutes.) 

· 1st Vice President

· No report received from Andy Chase

· 2nd Vice President / PR Committee

· Troy Adams stated that his duties as 2nd VP are quiet so far.

· From the PR committee - the new hats are in and that he just needs to go and pick them up after the treasurer gets him a check.

· Secretary

· Trevis stated that he will enjoy sitting through his first executive meeting and will start into the secretary duties full time at the next meeting.

· Treasurer

· France Roussel stated that he is working with Mike Boucher to transition into the role of treasurer again, and that there will be a fair bit of work in the next while to get things caught up in this department.

· Past President

· Allie spoke to the successes of having the AGM in conjunction with the CWF spring meeting. Most all feedback had been positive, and the meeting rolled along quite well.

· Allie spoke about the “Salon du Foret” and the committee discussed having a presence at the event next year in correlation with the RPF’s.

· Region 1

· Jonathan reported that he will attempt to have a highway clean-up in his area on Monday May 12th.

· Region 2

· Mike Berube attended his first meeting as regional rep for the Miramichi area and said that he will also be attempting to have a highway clean-up on the Doaktown stretch in May – details will be sent out.

· Region 3

· There is still a vacancy for a regional rep in Region 3
· Region 4

· Blair DeGrace stated that he will be having their Highway Clean-up on Wednesday May 21st at 5pm. A cheeseburger picnic will follow for all who attend and help out with the clean-up.

· Blair will ensure that the NBFTA is represented at Salon du Foret in 2009 as a regional initiative, likely in conjunction with the ARPFNB.
· Blair will be up-dating the NBFTA slide show presentation for use in information sessions for the NBFTA. (Allie to send slide show from 2007 AGM) 

· Certification Board 

· Andy Chase is chair and Claude Chiasson is helping in this regard as well.

· The exam has been up-dated and is ready to go with one candidate having already written the new exam.

· Big Tree Committee

· Kenny McGinn is chair and support from the rest of the exec and members are needed to make this venture beneficial. We walk by trees every day that are worthy of recognition, let’s put some effort in here.

· Advisory Board

· The advisory board is providing feedback to the executive committee as requested. Most all information is shared through e-mail, and no meetings have been had in a few years.

· CFE Committee

· Chris reported on behalf of the committee that the exam has been updated to reflect changes to legislation and that Serge Doiron has written the exam and is awaiting marks.

· Meeting was held on April 15th. The meeting was primarily to set goals for the year as the committee members are new to the role
· CFA (Tree House)

· Still waiting on opportunities to be brought forth to the NBFTA as far as how to help out at the Envirothon to be held in Tantramar.

· Azimuth

· Allie and Jonathan will be putting together a post AGM issue once the minutes are received. 

· Executive and all members are encouraged to bring submissions for the Azimuth to Allie DeGrace

· AGM

· Will continue in conjunction with the CWF spring meeting in Moncton in 2009.

· Reading of Correspondence – Chris

· Chris read the letter that was sent to the Minister on the Silviculture cuts

· A few reps. have received letters concerning the Adopt-A-Highway.
· Old Business

· Lap Top

· Blair and France will be purchasing the laptop that was decided upon at the last executive meeting. This laptop will be used to keep association business updated and properly looked after, and will include the purchase of accounting software.

· DNR

· Trevis stated that he is having difficulty attracting new members to the association, even though their membership is paid through professional dues.

· This led to a discussion on how we can better represent our association and attract members.

· Timely information sharing and NBFTA promotion through attendance at trade shows and the like needs to happen.

· New Business

· Scholarship Criteria

· Spoke about the scholarships being done so poorly the last round, and after much discussion decided to leave them as is and award a worthy candidate should one present himself or herself properly.

· Introducing the scholarships to the class prior to posting and extending the deadline will also be done this year to try and solicit more applicants.
· Continuing Forest Education Program

· Chris made a motion that “The CFE committee in conjunction with CIF review the allotment of hours in the categories 1, 2 and 3 to make it more flexible for members having difficulty obtaining category 1 hours and report possibilities back to the executive” The motion was seconded by Mike Berube and passed unanimously. Chris will approach the committee with this request.

· Adopt-A-Highway

· Region 1 - Bathurst – May 12th (Contact Jonathan DeGrace)

· Region 4 - Plaster Rock – Mat 21st (Contact Blair DeGrace)

· Region 3 - Fredericton – TBA

· Region 2 - Doaktown – TBS (Contact Mike Berube)
· Meeting with Deputy Minister RE: RTP

· The Joint RTP committee met with the Deputy Minister on April 24th, 2008. 

· The purpose of the meeting was three fold;

1. In part to clarify information contained with the RTP background document in circulation (Road to Excellence – the document was released without consulting DNR first)

2. to solicit the NBDNR’s perspective on this initiative

3. to openly discuss mutual benefits of this initiative.

· The committee failed to convince the deputy minister of the importance of this initiative at this time, or at least to the need for it.

· The minister challenged the RTP committee to prove how this would improve on current rules, regulations, and laws that exist today.

· It was basically stated that this was not a dead issue to them, but it was not perceived as a proper time to move on such an issue, taking into account the state of the industry.
· New Reps in other Organizations

· NSFTA President – Lloyd Morgan

· ARPFNB President – Doug Prosser

· ARPFNB Exec. Dir. – Jennifer Hacking
· Public Perception of Forestry Survey

· There were 9 proposed presentations to be held around the province, but they were cancelled after the first meeting.

· There was no mention of the NBFTA or ARPFNB at the meeting when the questions of professionals was raised.
· Forest Professional Recognition

· Allie stated that we are very passed due in celebrating the great amongst us and public attention should be drawn to our technicians of the year and hall of fame members.
· Allie will be following up on a few initiatives in this regard.
· Constitution

· Allie raised an issue that was mentioned a few times at the last AGM’s. It was about the current requirement of 35 for a quorum to vote on constitutional issues.
· Blair explained that the number must remain high to ensure that any major proposed changes would attract enough members to vote on it. The requirement to send out constitutional amendments 60 days prior to the AGM’s ensures that there would be enough time to start discussions on major issues and would likely result in a quorum being obtained.
· Student Members

· The executive discussed the option of student members, and decided to go about this in an informal way by inviting student to events such as Adopt-A-Highway and Salon du Foret.
· Chris will discuss the issue and options with Pat McCarthy and Claude Chiasson.
· Other Business
· Technician of the Year 2007
· The prize sponsored once again by Monsanto, had arrived and was presented to France Roussel just after the meeting wrapped up.
· The prize was purchased from Peter M. Kinsella, Turnings with Character, in Rothesay, NB.
· Choose date, time, and location for next meeting

Saturday September 13th, 2008. 

Miramichi – Location TBA

10:00am
· Close & adjourn meeting

13:00hrs.

April 15, 2008

Hon. Donald Arseneault

Minister, NB Dept of Natural Resources

Hugh John Flemming Forestry Centre

P. O. Box 6000

Fredericton, N.B.

E3B 5H1

Subject: Silviculture Funding

Dear Mr. Minister,

The New Brunswick Forest Technicians Association held its Annual General Meeting in Moncton on April 3, 2008. An agenda item that generated significant discussion and commentary was the announcement within our Province’s 2008 Budget to reduce silviculture funding for the Private Land and Crown Silviculture Programs by eight million dollars.

A large percentage of the NBFTA membership is actively involved in various silvicultural activities on Private and Public lands. In our view, the changes that have been proposed to the funding structure of the private woodlot program combined with the $8 million dollar overall reduction will result in significant immediate and long term damage to the New Brunswick forest sector.

It is well known that many of the factors influencing the current downturn are well beyond our control. Support and commitment to the long-term sustainability of our private and public forests, our workforce, and forest companies, however, are well within our control. We know that our forest sector has recovered from serious downturns in the past and we are very confident that with support, it will overcome this

current storm as well.

It is imperative that we demonstrate confidence and stability in the forest sector to attract investment and retain our skilled workforce within our Province. We believe that recovery is around the corner and in the need to retain and attract entrepreneurs, viable companies and professional men and women as contributors to the New Brunswick self-sufficiency agenda.

We believe it is essential that remedial measures are taken to ensure that our forests continue to provide the current generation, and more importantly, future generations of New Brunswickers with all the benefits that can only be derived from a healthy, well managed, sustainable forest ecosystem.

We, the New Brunswick Forest Technicians’ Association ask that you and your Government reconsider these proposed changes to the Private and Public Land Silviculture Programs so that these lands may continue to contribute to this vital component of New Brunswick’s economy.

Sincerely yours,

____________________________________

Chris Finnamore, CFT

President, NB Forest Technicians Association

C.C.

??? Shawn Graham, Premier

??? Victor Boudreau, Minister of Finance
New Brunswick Forest Technicians Association
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